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[XN addition to feeling an urge to 

send £5 to the Fighting Fund 
because he found a particular issue 
of Peace News so good, a Lan- 
cashire reader is good enough to 
write: 

May 1 show my appreciation ‘here 
Particularly of the masterly summing 
up from week to week of “Observer.” 
I liked Euclid at school: he gave me 
axioms, self-evident» truths, like the 
whole is greater than the part, etc. I 
think “Observer” must have heen good 
at Euclid, for he also seems noted for 
his axioms, and gives me a real breath 
of sanity in this huge lunatic asylum. 
Well, the whole sum we are aim- 

ing at is still considerably greater 
than the part we have so far 
raised, and it is self-evident that 
the more readers follow this ex- 
cellent example the sooner shall 
we be in the position of ensuring 
the continued publication of truths 
that will restore men’s sanity. 


Contributions, June 1-15: £389 7s. 1d.; 
total to date: £8,520 8a. 9d. 
s 
The Editor. 


Please make cheques etc. payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and address them to the 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Ba. 
N.4, 


A Pacifist 


COMMENTARY 
Edited by 
OBSERVER 


NEW TREATY 
EXAMINED 


IHE German offensivé is gather- 

ing momentum, and the sudden 
wave of optimism has receded. The 
position in Libya has taken a turn 
for the worse; we are not en- 
couraged to believe that Sevastopol 
can hold out; von Bock’s new attacks 
on the Kharkov-Rostov front are 
allowed to be dangerous; and no 
bones are made about the serious- 
ness of the shipping situation. It is 
going to be, in the Duke off Welling- 
ten’s immortal language, a “damn 
near run thing.” 

Whether the Germans really ex- 
pect to knock out Russia, by cutting 
off the Caucasus, and simultaneously 
to punch a great hole in our position 
in the Middle East, there is no 
knowing; but even if they fail short 
of this it is by no means self-evident 
that they are doomed to inevitable 
defeat. It is not very probable that 
either this country or Russia will be 
any better off than Germany by the 
winter of 1942. 


Libya Danger 


HE Libya battle—which is the battle for 

_the Mediterranean—has passed into a 
new phase. Rommel, who was reported to 
have Jost the first round, has obviously won 
the second; and there is a real danger that 
he is exhausting our material strength. The 
military correspondent of The Times (June 
16) says: ‘““Rommel’s manoeuvres have the air 
of confidence bred of the belief that he 
passesses better and harder-hitting weapons: 
otherwise they would be almost incredibly 
bold—even for Rommel.” 

The British effort to pass a great convoy 
direct through the Mediterranean is an index 
of the urgency of the situation. One may 
assume that the Italian claims of succesa 
against it are exaggerated: but at the time of 
writing it still haa a long way to go, through 
very perilous seas. 


One attractive feature of the Libya battle 
is that it ia fought with a certain chivalry 
on both sides. The Germans, when they cap- 
ture prisoners whom they cannot feed and 
have no meana of sending to the rear, “‘treat 
them with exaggerated courtesy and set them 
free." (Mail, June 16). 


Japanese Sea Power 


T is officially claimed by USA and gener- 
ally believed, that the battles of the Coral 
Sea and Midway have setiously weakened 
Japanese sea-power in the Pacific. ‘That may 
be true; yet it would be foolish to exaggerate 


The New World— | 


2d. 


NOW OR NEVER ! 
By Wilfred Wellock 


URING the last few months there has developed the first 


real cleavage among the 
it is a class cleavage and 
objectives of the war. 


The ferment which has led to the 
cleavage started with the British re- 
verses in the Far East, which were 
contrasted in the public mind with the 
Russian resistance to the terrific on- 
slaught of the Nazi war-machine. 
Rightly or wrongly, people are con- 
necting these results with the social 
and military systems of capitalism 
and communism, . 

On the issue of the war’s objectives, 
we have, on the one hand, the general 
consolidation of British business life 
into a number of big monopolies un- 
der “the control of men closely con- 
nected with the interests affected, and 
in particular the action of the Con- 
servative 1922 Committee on behalf of 
the vested interests in coal and of the 
shipping magnates to secure their 
post-war position. 

On the other hand, we have the 
growing revolt against the electoral 
truce, the emergence of new political 
parties, and, most significant of all, 
the decisions of the recent Labour 
Party Conference. 


The defeat of the Executive on the 
use of child labour in the war and on 
the ban on the Daily Worker, and 
what was tantamount to defeat on the 
vital issue of the electoral truce, to- 
gether with the low polls of those 
members of the Executive who held 
Government office, reveal differences 
of major significance. 


Whose New World? 


Up to the present, the policy of the 
Government has been to concentrate 


the change in the Far Wastern situation. The 
sudden appearance of midget submarines in 
- Sydney Harbour is not reassuring. Anyhow, 
the Japanese appear to be concentrating on 
China just now, and to be proceeding method- 
ically with their plan of forcing the Chinese 
back from the coastal areas and from the 
possession of any aerodromes that threaten 
Japan. They have advanced very quickly in 
Kiangsi province. 

Rightly or wrongly, the opinion ia gaining 
ground that American reports incline to over- 
optimism. The punning suggestion of Admiral 
Nimitz that the American Navy was “midway” 
to reconquering the Pacific was certainly pre- 
mature. 


Treaty Doubts 


[N these days it is not only per- 

missible, but necessary, to be 
circumspect in estimating the value 
of any formal engagement between 
nations. Formally, the new treaty of 
alliance between Britain and Russia 
considerahly alters the pre-existing 
relation between the two nations. 
But how ‘far the suspicions and 
hesitations on either side have been 
in fact removed, it is beyond our 
power even to guess. Anyhow, I can 
attach but little meaning, m the 
event of that Anglo-Russian victory 
which the treaty presupposes, to the 
stipulation: 

They will act in accordance with the two 
principles of not seeking any territorial 
aggrandisement for themselves and non- 
interference in the interna] affairs of other 
States. 

Does the renunciation of territorial 
aggrandisement mean, for example, 
that Russia will make no attempt to 
include Esthonia, Latvia, and Lithu- 
ania or Finland in the USSR? If 
this were so. it would be a wereat 
relief to Finland. But the Finns 
have no great faith in Russia. “From 
Left to Right thev are united in- 
believing that an Allied victory would 
mean incorporation in the Soviet 
Union, and against that danger they 
will fight on” (Economist, June 18). 


supporters of the war. At root 
arises from the conduct and the 


the mind of the nation on winning 
the war, to decline to be specific about 
peace aims, but to create the im- 
pression that these were all that 
could be desired and would secure a 
really New World. 


Mr. Churchill’s latest expression 
of this viewpoint was in his reply to 
Mr. Green’s message in his Chair- 
man’s Address to the’ Labour Party 
Conference: 

I can assure you that inside the Cabinet 
and Government an absolutely healthy team 
spirit prevails, and that the supreme aim 
of winning the war and saving the world 
dominates all personal or party interests. 
But whose world, the capitalist’s 

or the working man’s? We are not 
told. 


Mr. Attlee came into line with this 
attitude in his speech to the Labour 
Party Conference. Referring to those 
who “considered that the terms of 
the Atlantic Charter were too wide 
and too vague” he 

put it to the conference that great prin- 

ciplés were best stated simply, but that 

did not mean that those principles were 

not to be worked out and put into force 

and implemented as far as they could be. 

Those principles, he assured them, were 

being worked out. 

The dark horse of the Cabinet, Sir 
Stafford Cripps, whose acceptance of 
office was regarded as an assurance 
that a vigorous programme of peace 
aims would be broadcast and launched 
at an early date, gave the impression 
in his speech at Bristol, on May 17, 
that he too had accepted the Church- 
illian view. He said: 

Of the future, after the war, I helieve 

that there is in our country and throughout 


Non-Intervention ? 


HE principle of non-interference 
is in itself hardly illuminating. 
What can it mean? The Russians 
and we propose, if we get the chance, 
to interfere very drastically in the 
internal affairs of Germany. We 
propose to substitute) a  non- 
aggressive for an aggressive govern- 
ment. But the more important 
criticism of the bald enunciation of 
the principle in’ the treaty is that 
made by the Observer (June 4). 
Does fhe principle of non-interference 
mean that a government may “do what it 
likes with its own”? That concentration 
camps and arbitrary arrest and trial without 
law are no concern of the Great Saciety? 
If so, then to uphold it is retrograde and 
disastrous. . 
Governments which are based on 
internal terrorism have a_ natural 
bias towards aggressive militarism, 
because their internal political organ- 
ization is militaristic. The Observer, 
therefore, suggests a bold application 
of the Rights of Man, by means of 
a_ tribunal standing above the 
allegedly supreme sovereignity of the 
National Government. ~- 


The attack on Europe began when the 
first man was thrown into a concentration 
camp without trial. The Nazis were not 
alone in tearing the national community out 
of the web of all-pervading law. The New 
Europe cannot permit this totalitarian prin- 
ciple to creep back under the guise of the 
guarantees of non-intervention enshrined in 
the Atlantic Charter and the Russian Treaty. 

No interference by governments—yes'; 
but no appeal beyond governments—no. 
This surely can be the only defensible in- 
ona toe of the non-intervention prin- 
ciple. 


No Peace Until — ? ~ 


SOMETHING of the same wariness 

seems to be called for in inter- 

preting what is, on the face of it, the 
(Continued on page 2) 


the world a great body of the people who are 
prepared to wage as ruthless and aa total 
@ war on poverty, ill-health, unemployment, 
and bad housing as upon Hitler and Musso 
lini. Nothing must be allowed to stand in 
the way of our needs as a country in fight- 
ing such conditions. 


No Sign Of Change 


The request is, then, to put blind 
trust in what is, after all, a Conser- 
vative Government, which represents 
a class which has given no evidence 
that it is ready: to make such sacrifices 
as are necessary to the creation of a 
human, as distinct from a class, so- 
ciety, or even of an economically 
secure society. 


It does not square with the strong 
and growing evidence that the vested 
interests are planning to secure con- 
trol of the nation’s economic life when 
the war is over, nor does it prove that 
even Mr. Churchill has anything 
more in mind than tincturing the capi- 
talist system with a larger dose of 
generosity. 


Mr. Neil S. Beaton, in his presi- 
dential address to the Co-operative 


Congress: at Edinburgh, said: 

The dry goods trade was rapidly being 
merged in a few controlling trusts, and the 
production and distribution of clothing and 
boots” were becoming a capitalist memopoly. 
At the same Congress Lord Provost 


Biggar, of Glasgow, said: 


The more I mix among and learn tle 
views of those in privileged positions and 
in places of power, the more I realize the 
hope of most of them is that conditions ex- 
isting before the war will be restored. 


Mr. Harold Laski at the Labour 
Party Conference accused the Prime 
Minister of thinking of “victories in 
terms of the old world. that is dying, 
and not the new world that is 
struggling to be born.” 


He contended that they must build 
new foundations, and “that the time 
for building those foundations was 
now.” 


Mr. Shinwell, MP, in a broadcast 
statement made during the period of 
the Conference, laid chief stress on 
the need for laying the foundations 
of the new world now. 


The Chairman, in his opening ad- 
dress, said: 


Millions of our people in the solitude of 
their minds are asking “After the war, 
what?" Is it to be a return to the old 
Britain ...or is a great national effort to 
be made, backed by a determination and 
resolve to build a new and planned Britain? 

If only our people could be satisfieq that 
their effort and sacrifice would reault in this, 
it would release new moral and spiritual 
forces in them, and he a great inspiration 
to mightier efforts in this struggle. 

Promises are not enough. What is 
wanted is a token now, that we are resolved 
to build this new Britain. Let the Govern- 
ment take steps now to give our people thie. 


Above is Mr. Churchill’s “assuring” 
but evasive reply. 


Still a Class War 


In its leading article, next day, the Daily 
Herald emphasized the word “NOW” in the 
Chairman’s address, but warned ita readera 
against the interpretation which might he given 
to the word “‘token” used by the Chairman, 
and others. It declared: 


“Our position is not that we are begging 
for ‘a little on account’ from Conservative 
masters...we shall be dishonest if we pre- 
tend that any mere token will appease us. 
None genuine and substantial reforms 


This cleavage merely emphasizes the fact 
which pacifists have been proclaiming all 
along, that the cause of this war is not, at 
root, a conflict between British and German 
nationalism, or between dictatorship and de- 
mocracy, but between the social and eeonomie 
demands of democracy and class. 


The international conflict is the social con- 
flict on a wider field, ang unlesa the social 
conflict is settled now, the wider problem ean- 
not be settled, but will re-appear in a more 
vicious form after the present holoeaust. 


To settle Britain’s social problem now would 
be to settle the international problem—with 
Germany, with Japan—with every nation. 


Half the Labour camp has stumbled on 
half the truth. If it discovers the other half 
it may win the peace and, of course, end the 
war. If it fails to do that, it may win the 
war, but will almost certainly lose the peace. 
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Food Relief as 
a Policy 


ME. HUDSON, who six months ago 

said we had reached the limit, 
now demands that another 500,000 
acres be ploughed up because of our 
“serious shippine losses” (Mail, 
June 9). That is one plain indication 
of the gravity of the shipping situa- 
tion, which is concealed from the 
public eye because the figures of 
shipping losses are no longer pub- 
lished. Very likely the submarine 
menace will eventually be overcome, 
ag it has been overcome before. But 
the strain on our shipping resources 
must now be extreme. 


This should be clearly borne in 
mind as we press for food relief to 
Europe. We must realise that, in 
asking for this, we are asking for 
much more than a partial lifting of 
our blockade of Europe. We are ask- 
ing ffor a partial intensification of the 
enemy blockade of ourselves. The 
degree of sacrifice involved in satis- 
fying the latter demand is much 
greater than the degree of sacrifice 
involved in satisfying the tormer. 
And we must ask ourselves whether 
any conceivable national government, 
in thé* situation in which Britain now 
finds itself, could consent to ‘the 
allocation: of an adequate amount of 
its precious shipping to large-scale 
food-relief of Europe. 


The demand for controlled food- 
relief was, in the circumstances of six 
months ago, a demand which could 
(we believed) be met without weaken- 
ing the national war-effort. To-day it 
is a demand which necessitates such 
a weakening. Those are very different 
demands. And they make a difference 
to the kind of support that can be ex- 
pected for a food-relief campaign. A 
considerable number of non-pacifist 
humanitarians would feel themselves 
free to press for measures of food- 
relief that did not weaken thé national 
war-effort; tthey will be inhibited as 
soon as they realise that the shipping 
which would need to be diverted for 
this purpose is vital to the prosecution 
of the war. 


If that is the case, we must be pre- 
pared to give up the idea of encourag- 
ing a widespread popular movement 
for food-relief to Europe. Food-relief 
on an adequate scale will be seriously 
considered only by convineed pacifists. 
The others will always fall at the 
last hurdle: when they are told, by 
authority, that twenty shiploads of 
food to Belgium mean ten (or even 
two) shiploads less of necessary war- 
supplies to our forces in Libya. 


Ail we wish to insist on is that, in 
the present situation, a food-relief 
campaign must not be expected to 
open a discreet and easy side-door by 
which non-pacifists may be inveigled 
into the pacifist fold. And it is best 
that we should not entertain any 
illusions about it. When the situa- 
tion as such that real popular pressure 
eannot make the Government release 
miners from the army, in spite of the 
danger of a serious coal shortage 
during the winter, obviously because 
the military effort is to be pressed to 
the maximum, it is not to be expected 
that a much slighter popular pressure 
will cause it to divert shipping to 
European food-relief, when the ship- 
Wing! situation is the weakest part of 
the war-situation. It would be an 
unwise use of the smali forces of 

cifism to concentrate them on a 
éampaign which has no hope of 
success. To lay stress on the famine 
condition of Europe as one of the evil 
consequences of war is one thing: it 
ig quite another to raise the expecta- 
tion that the famine can be relieved, 
except as the result of a moral revo- 
lution that would involve the renuncia- 
tion of war itself. 


India 


very reasonable, and indeed almost 
pacific, mutual pledge that neither 
“will negotiate with any German 
government that does not clearly re- 
nounce all aggressive intent.” This 
is followed by a further mutual 
pledge that neither “will conclude a 
separate peace or armistice with 
Germany or any of her associates 
except by mutual consent.” Here 
there appears to be a realistic dis- 
tinction between “negotiating” a 
peace and simply concluding 2 peace 
or armistice. Britain, however re- 
luctantly, gave her consent to the 
conclusion of a separate armistice 
between France and Germany. 

Ostensibly, negotiation is possible 
at any time with a German govern- 
ment which has clearly renounced 
aggression. In what clear renuncia- 
tion off aggression consists is itself 
not clear. But we presume that a 
German government which offered to 
withdraw from the accupied territories 
would fill the bill. That would cer- 
tainly be a non-Hitlerite Germany. 
Presumably, we must wait for that to 
emerge—or for something much more 
unpleasant to happen—before we can 
expect peace. 


What Status Quo? 


THE US Government apparently 

takes it for granted that the 
Anglo-Russian pledge of non-aggran- 
disement applies to the Baltic States 
and Poland. The Observer says per- 
tinently that “the status quo from 
which the principle of non-aggandise- 
ment operates may need defining.“ 


and_ Britain 


A PACIFIST COMMENTARY 
(Continued from page one) 


Seeing that Sir Stafford Cripps (just 
before he joined the War Cabinet) 
declared that Russia should be 
secured her frontiers of June, 1941, 
definition is obviously desirable. 


Does the fact that M. Molotov had 
serious conversations in Washington 
before coming to London to sign the 
treaty mean that (1) Molotov could 
not get what he wanted from USA or 
(2) he could not get what he wanted 
from Great Britain? Perhaps it is 
too much to expect that these 
obscurities should be clarified. On 
the credit side is the enunciation of 
the principle of non-aggrandisement, 
the fact that Poland’s Gen. Sikorski 
professes himself fully satisfied with 
the treaty, and the statement that 
there are no secret clauses or under- 
standings to the Anglo-Soviet treaty. 


U.S.A. and France 


"HE US Government has decided 

to resume the shipment of tfood 
and other supplies te French N. 
Africa, though these were stopped at 
the first news of the appointment of 
M. Laval. This follows the return 
of Admiral Leahy to Washington, 
where he made public his admiration 
for Marshal Petain and his con- 
viction that he was doing his best for 
France. No sooner had this appeared 
than Marshal Petain made the state- 
ment that all misunderstandings 
between himself and Laval had been 
removed and that: they were adanc- 
ing “hand in hand.” Further, Laval 
has sternly suppressed the storm- 


A CHRISTIAN PACT 


1)* BELDEN has written a 
passionate and impetuous 
appeal* against the sur- 
render by the Christian 
Churches of a basic principle of 
their common faith to “legalized 
totalitarian murder—the at- 
tempted destruction of whole 
peoples by whole peoples.” 

The one-time Minister of White- 
field’s Tabernacle seeks to link up the 
the old Evangelicalism, with its 
“plan of salvation” for all men, 
through the generosity and forgiving- 
ness of God seen in Jesus Christ, with 
a new Catholicism in a “plan. of 
salvation” from war for the whole 
world: 

Five hundred million Christians, bound 
together in a new Pledge or Sacrament of 
Love which they would refuse to break at 
the bidding of any worldly power, and at 
one stroke the world is evangelized. by a 
great collective deed. 

If Fascism, Nazism or Communism 
with very fallible “leaders,” dictator- 
ships and ideologies, united against 
some forms of oppression and evil, 
can raise mighty mass-movements, 
how much more, should a new 
Christianism, with its perfect leader, 
unite Christians in a mass movement 
against the greatest of all oppressions 


and evils—modern war? = # 
The book indicts the priests of the 
Church who 


tend to become the rationalizers of mass- 
murders and fulfil that function all the more 
effectively and naively because they do it 
in the quiet of a cloistered profession and 
are not unduly exposed to the fury of the 
battlefields, 


* 
'«s 


PYHAT all ‘national Churches, in- 

cluding’ Rome, have conformed in 
fact to their nationalisms during 
wars, rather than to their cOmmon 
claim to the Catholicism of the Faith, 
seems patent enough. 

In the past the Church did oceca- 
sionally rise to the outlawry of 
certain forms of gross social iniquity, 
such aS usury and slavery; why 
should not the Church rise to the out- 


lawry war, whose remedy is 
always worse than the disease, in its 
forced conscription of men and 


women, its release of cruelty, lust and 
national pride and in its exchange of 
reason and charity for the powers of 
the Beast? 

But the Hierarchies of the Churches, 
sacerdotal or free, can hardly be ex- 
pected to launch such a crusade; they 


*Pax Christi. 
win 3s. 6d. 


A. D. Belden, Allen and Un- 


by G. M. Ll. Davies 


are the servants of ecclesiastical cor- 
porations and are compromised by 
their benediction of wars: the mass 
of Christians must be moved first to 
demand a Universal Christian Plan 
This is the pledge proposed: 

As a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
accept his command of love to his disciples 
and, realizing that war renders such cbedi- 
ence impossible, I am ready, when called by 


the Church to do so, to refuse the act of 
war and of preparation for war at all costs. 


* 


THIS post-dated pacifism is  ex- 

plained by the need of members 
of sacerdcotal Churches for guidance 
by Church authority. 

Personal pacifism is not enough; it 
needs a great collective deed. A 
Register of Aigreement to the Pledge 
is to be organized and signed in all 
capitals and countries and solemnized 
at the completion of each 


by example and emulation. The 
Hierarchies must be overwheimed by 
the mass movements of the Churches 
to a eatholicity of pacifism. 


Pacifism, like early methodism, 
may thus become a lever whereby the 
whole society may be shifted from one 
foundation to another. 


* 


THIS is the plea and the plan. 

. Its critics will dwell, not so 
much on its complaints and its pro- 
posed constraints upon Church 
leaders as upon its method, its em- 
phasis upon the lever, rather than 
upon the leaven, its mass movements 
and simple pledges and counting of 
signatures. 


Old p&ecifists will remember the No 
Conscription Fellowship, the mass 
meetings and pacifism of the ILP in 
the last war, and the mass meetings 
and tens of theusands of pledges after 
Dick Sheppard’s and George Lans- 
bury’s meetings and that what re- 
mained active and leavening is the 
“small remnant.” 


Signing for peace is quicker than 
living for peace; but it is living 
pacifism ‘that counts and convinces 
men. 

If a Church Catholic Pact will 
succeed better than a Kellogg Pact in 
the outlawry of war—by all means 
let us try it, but the mass mind and 
the hierarchies that conform to it 
have proved in the past to be the 
malediction, rather than the bene- 
diction, of the peace-maker. 


ten; 
thousand signatures and so expand | 


troopers of Doriot. 

Such is the situation in which the 
USA has decided to resume giving 
help to Vichy France. “It has always 
to be remembered,” says the Man- 
chester Guardian (June 15), “that 
even a Laval must want to save as 
much of France as possible for the 
France of the future.” Not quite the: 
same as saying that Laval is a 
patriot; but what is the difference? 


Moslem Politician 


HAT very astute politician, Mr. Jinnah, 
who carefully held his hand till Con- 
gress rejected the Cripps proposals and then 
allowed the Moslem League to reject them, 
now seeks to improve the occasion. 

“We Moslems would have given everything 
to Britain's war-efforf and would have fought 
the Japs tooth and claw, but Britain refused 
because the Hindus would not co-operate. Why, 
when she is fighting for her life, Britain re- 
fuses the help ofa friend because someone 
else will not help I am unable to understand. 
Now the Moslems in India cannot be organized 
for guerilla warfare because they have no 
arms, and will not form village defence units 
because they have no cause for which to 
struggle.” 


That sounds rather thin. One would have 
thought that if the Moslems wanted to form 
village defence units they would have done so: 
theadefence of a village, which is real, ia aa 
strong a motive as the defence of Pakistan. 
which is not real. 


Congress Policy 


R. AZAD and Pandit Nehru are reported 
to have reached agreement with Gandhi 
as to the policy to be pursued by the Congress 
Party. Gandhi, on several recent occasions, 
has made his own views clear. The “invita- 
tion” to the Brilish to leave India is to be 
implemented by non-violent means, As before, 
he cheerfully accepts the prospect of ensuing 
“anarchy.” “Let the British entruet India 
to God or, in modern parlance, to anarchy. 
Then all parties will fight one another or will 
reach a reasonable agreement” (Mail, June 
11). 

To the same correspondent Nehru said that 
he only wanted an acknowledgment of Indian 
independence and the handing over of power 
to India, whereupon India would undoubtedly 
take up the cause of the United Nationa. 
Gandhi's formulation of the same eventuality 
is: “The moment my demands are met, India, 
instead of being sullen, becomes an ally. i 
am more interested than the British in keep- 
ing the Japs out.” 

However, he does’ not suggest that he will 
succeed in keeping out the Japanese; and he 
dismisses as a ‘‘superstition” the idea that 
“they will come as friends.” The essential 
matter ig that the non-violent resisters should 
be prepared to face death bravely. 


Peace Aims Pamphlets 


i ae valuable new pamphlets, in the 
series of Peace Aims Pamphlets issued 
by the National Peace Council (144 Southamp- 
ton Row, W.C.1), are befére me. 


The first is “Britain and Russia: the Future” 
(1/3), by a host of distinguished contributors, 
Professor Macmurray considers that there ia 
good hope that effective religious toleration 
will be realized in Soviet Russia; and that 
this would “fully remove one of the major 
obstacles‘ between our country and the Soviet 
Union in the taska of reconstruction”; Pro- 
fessor Laski thinka that Britain has to be- 
come Socialist in order to co-operate with 
with post-war Russia. But, as ever, the as- 
sumption is made that Socialism and De 
mocracy are reconcilable, In practice, the 
nearest approach to this reconciliation has 
been that of the Scandinavian States; and 
they, alas, are even more suspicious of Russia 
than they are of Germany—which is saying 
a good deal. However, quite an unusual 
amount of pertinent thinking about Russia is 
packed into a small space in this pamphlet. 

The next is “Food Relief for Occupied 
Europe” (9d.) by Dingle Foot, Edith Pye, 
and Roy Walker; and the third “India, 1939. 
1942" (6d.), which is a summary of events up 
to and including the Cripps mission, prepared 
by Agatha Harrison and Gerald Bailey. 


Pacifist Candidate 


peice FIGGIS, of Kingsley Hall Settle- 
ment, Bow, one of the newly elected 


members of the PPU National Council, is to * 


stand as Pacifist-Christian-Socialist candidate 
for Poplar, on what is called a two-plank 
platform: (1) an appeal for an immediate 
armistice; (2) a programme of radical social 
reform such as will have real and immediate 
meaning for an Hast-end constituency. The pro- 
gramme will be expounded more fully in his 
election address, which will be published in 
Peace News. . 

The candidature haa the full approval of 
the PPU National Council; and though it ia 
understood that Patrick Figgis is not stand- 
ing as a PPU candidate, he ia to receive the 
enthusiastic backing of the London Area 
Offers of help—particularly in addressing en- 
velopes (which need not be done in London), 
and, later, in canvassing—are urgently needed. 
They should be sent to Kingsley Hall, Powis 
Rd., Bow, 1.8 


Se ey 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Stil 
less daes the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. 
should be kept as short as possible—preferably 
not more than 600 words. If replies are re 
quired stamped addressed envelopes must be 
enclosed. 


— 


June 19, 1942 


(HB basia of the Peace Pledge Union is 
the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 
| 1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
ithe pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may he obtained is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 


6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Purpose ofa 
P.P.U. Group 


The Blackheath and Charlton group 
of the PPU has been endeavouring 
to reach a@ common mind as to the 


nature of its own purposes. After 
several group discussions a state- 
ment has been drawn up summariz- 
ing the views of those present. We 
print this statement in the belief 
that it may stimulate other groups 


to clarify their own conceptions. 

T seems that the following are the three 
main broad objects af the Blackheath and 
Charlton Group, although others may arise 

from time to time. 

4. To enable its members to give the fullest 
expression to their pacifist philosophy. 

2. To provide a centre of pacifist fellowship in 
the district. 

3. To co-operate with the national movement, 
which is conceived to have a similar, but 
broader, basis and objective. 

Further, the coos was gered upon: - 


ELATIONSHIP of the individual to the 
Group. Formal membership consists of 
aignatories to the peace pledge who live in 
the district and have intimated they would 
like news of the group: but in its broader and 
more real sense, membership consists of any 
pacifist who sees in the group, opportunities 
for fellowship or activities in which he might 
like to share. 

“Active membership” seemed to mean those 
@embers who find within the group the 
medium and opportunities for working for 
pacifism; it is recognized, however, that many 


members who do not fal] within this category 
are working actively for pacifism in other 
spheres, and any attempt to grade or assess 
the diverse contributions that members had to 
make is wrong; the group shoul welcome all 
degrees of co-operation. 

In order that the maximum amount of light 
might be thrown on any specific issue, all! 
members should be encouraged to give their 
views on it; issues will arise on which it will 
ibe most helpful to have members’ opinions. 

Where issues involve definite action, mem- 
‘bers should be given every facility for co-oper- 
ation and full opportunities should be 
afforded to those who participate for report- 
ing their progress to the group, so that all 
fields of activity will be made known. This 
method was felt to be the most practical and 
to be based “on a sounder principle than that 
of attempting to hammer out a united course 
of action on any matter before deeming it a 
@roup activity. - . 


ELATIONSHIP to the rest of the PPU. 
Unless he felt moved to do so, no in- 
dividual is bound to support actively or other- 
wise any decision of the Region, Area, or 
National Council. The organization of the 
PPU, however, provides facilities for deriving 
denefit from, and contributing to, all other 
pacifist thought or action in the movement, 
and it was agreed that the group should make 
full use of these facilities. 

It follows that the group should try to foster 
that feeling of friendship, tolerance and un- 
derstanding without which full and frank dis- 
cussion is impossible. 

We believe that the principle of individual 
responsibility implicit in this statement is the 
fandamental basis of positive peace. 


— The Man We Knew 


By JOHN BARCLAY 
Jt 


is just over a year since Max 

Plowman died, and those of us 
who knew him and worked under 
him feel his loss more keenly as the 
days pass. He had a rare spirit and 
a beautiful imagination, 

Fortunately he was able to put on 
paper words which were so filled with 
ereative wisdom that the act.of read- 
ing is enough to -give back to us 
much of the faith and spirit that was 


the man we knew. 

Our task is clear but not easy: to propa- 
gate in that way which seems to us best. the 
faith and spirit revealed in men like Max 
Plowman. The tension under which we are 
all living—pacifist and non-pacifist alike—ie 
difficult to estimate but probably very great— 
much greater than we care to admit—and this 
tension produces a corresponding nervous 
strain which becomes highly inflamed. Each 
day the war continues makes this nervous 
condition more sensitivg and therefore per- 
haps more directly approachable by those like 
eurselves who seek to ease the burden and 
remove the cause. 

Max Plowman understood. this intolerable 
strain and by his life considerably eased the 
burden and showed the way to remove the 
cause. In a new book of essays soon to be 
published* we who continue the struggle will 
find fresh inspiration and wisdom. 

We aim at corporate non-violent action, and 
dream of the day when, by our united efforts, 
we shall overthrow war. In the meantime it 
is good to read the writings of those who 
brought the PPU into existence and had 50 
¢elear a vision of ultimate peace. It is these 
men who change the course of history; it is 
for us to remain faithful to that which they 
conceived. 

* The Right to Live, Dakers, 7/6. 

ACTIVITIES 

Lewes Group has arranged its fifth Annual 
Peace Weekend for June 27 (8 and 5.15 p.m., 
when Muriel Lester will speak) and June 28 
{2.45 and 6 p.m., James Avery Joyce), at 
Friends Meeting House, Friars Walk. 


PEACE NEWS 


Bishop Barnes on Christians’ 
Duty in War 


The danger of the spirit of hatred was empha sized by the Bishop of Birmingham, Dr. Barnes, 


at a Diocesan Conference in Birmingham, on June 10. 


the Birmingham Post of the following day. 
HE tragedy of the war continues, 

and with its continuance one 

ean observe a deterioration in 

the moral idealism of many taking 


part in the conflict. 

On the Continent, repression of the 
subjugated peoples by the German 
Goyernment is brutally harsh; we 
see the emergence of despotism 
tempered by assassination. At home, 
responsible leaders, with no note of 
regret, speak of the duty of “killing 
Germans”; and, if a newspaper report 
can be trusted, a well-known man 
said recently in Birmingham that he 
would have us cut out of the Bible 
for the time being the text “Love 
your enemies.” 

The general situation is, of course, 
the more grievous in that of all 
peoples on the Continent the Germans 
are racially nearest to ourselves. 

I put these considerations before 
you that we may the more be moved 
to remain true to our Christian pro- 
fession. Remember that we are 
pledged to forgive injuries. As you 
cal] to mind the misery and suffering 
of eighteen months ago, do not exult 
over Cologne. Think rather of homes 
destroyed and children maimed, and 
pray for reconciliation and peace. 

Do not assume that Christians in 
Germany rejoice when Exeter, York, 
and Canterbury are bombed. Their 
present Government cannot conceiv- 
ably represent their principles and 
hopes. They are even more impotent 
than we are. In point of fact, the 
decline of loyalty to Christian stan- 
dards alike in Germany and England 


This report of his address is from 


during and since the last war has 
been’ catastrophic. 


CHURCH AND STATE 


Increasingly, the Christian 
Churches in each land will, by force 
of circumstances, stand apart from 
the State. At the moment we have 
who call ourselves by Christ’s name, 
and seek to be loyal to his teaching 
as recorded in the New Testament, 
could meet in friendly understand- 
ing German Christians of similar 
loyalty, many of whom protest at 
personal risk against acts of their 
leaders, 


When we tend to be moved by 
the passions of war, let us think 
of these Christians, most of them 
silent and sorrowful, just as many 
Christians in England are silent and 
sorrowful. We cannot, as you will 
agree upon reflection, join with them 
if we pray for the victory of our 
Tespective armies; but we can join 
with them as we pray for peace. 

I know that not a few, especially 
of the younger clergy, are seeking to 
view the war as Christ must see it. 
But some few clergy of strong left- 
wing sympathies so ardently desire 
the success of Russia, and the 
creation of a series of Socialist States 
in Western HKurope, that they are 
advocating our immediate invasion of 
the Continent. 


Strategy directed by popular en- 
thusiasm is a dangerous snare, as 
the history of ancient Athens showed. 
It is not for Christian clergy, either 
from patriotic or from social motives, 
to advocate military | enterprises. 
Their duty is to minister to the suffer- 


ing and to the bereaved and to pray 
for peace, 


So far we in England have been 
relatively fortunate, though cur losses 
have already been lamentably great, 
in that there has not been that whole- 
sale destruction of the best of our 
young men that characterized the 
last war. With a so-called second 
front, such destruction could easily 
begin anew. 


NEMESIS 


Moreover, in so far as the clergy 
or leading laity of the Church 
demand support of war, and clamour 
for its extension, Nemesis will over- 
take them when the conflict ceases. 
After the last war one of the charges 
most commonly brought against the 
Church was that by advocating war 
it had dishonoured Christ and 
brought needless misery to our people. 


Those bringing such charges were 
possibly as much to blame as those 
whom they condemned. But Christ- 
ians who seem to forget Christ’s 
teaching must expect condemnation. 


The Church during the first 
three centuries of its existence stood 
aloof from the State. It won its way, 
notwithstanding much _ persecution, 
by reason of the good lives of its 
members. 


They were honest, when dishonesty 
was rife. They refused to go 
to law, to their own disadvantage. 
They were trustworthy when it was 
difficult to find trustworthy neigh- 
bours. They lived cleanly when foul 
immorality was widespread. By 
their example as good. citizens their 
influence grew. 

Such a:: Church, growing again 
within the warring or rival peoples 
of Europe, may yet preserve our 
civilization. 


Can We Pay the Price 


of Peace? 


JN his excellent article, “The Price 

of Peace,” (PN, June 5), Cyril 
Hughes hit the nail on the head when 
he said the real price of world-peace 
is “the sacrifice of national privilege, 
which is class-privilege.” 

The word ‘sacrifice’ is not, however, at- 
tractive. There is plenty of it being prac- 
tised today—but because it is clearly seen 
from all points of view to be necessary. The 
average man and woman, in all countries, 
are not willing voluntarily to “sacrifice” their 
position, however low it may be, on the altar 
of class-privilege, unless we can do more than 
tell them of some better way of climbing 
Mammon’s ladder of money-power to security, 
peace, health, and happiness—which all de 
sire, but which experience proves cannot be 
so obtained. We must prove that there is an- 
other way, and that it really works, before 
we can win their support for it. 

This proof is being furnished by the new 
community movement, which, in my opinion, 
ia the only practical demonstration of the 
feasibility of pacifism. For in these groups 
the idea of “‘sacrifice”’ is non-existent, it being 
transmuted into “opportunity for service,” 
which is reciprocated by all to each. Thus 
all can achieve, with comparative ease, what 
is impossible by every other method which 
has been tried. 

They have paid the price; success depends 
upon the price (amount)™of our support. 


Will we give it? 
OSWALD GREGSON 


Two Sides 


I do not agree with the Jast part of Charles 
Tyson’s letter (PN, May 22) criticizing Peace 
News policy. 

The attitude fostered by the popular press 
is that we are right, always have been and 
always will be; and the enemy is bad, always 
has been and always will be, and if he has 
happened to do something good it was an 
accident. Therefore it is a good thing that 
people should be reminded constantly that 
there are two sides to every argument, and by 
doing this Peace News is helping its readers 
towards a more balanced judgement of the war 
situation. 

Peace News’s primary purpose should be to 
purvey the truth; and if this happens to re- 
veal the enemy in a better guise than that 
assigned to him by most newspapers, yet that 
is not “whitewashing.” Christ has taught 
us to jook for the best in man, and even if 
this alienates our humanist friends, Peace 
News must not water down its interpretation 
of news in order to attract others of differ- 


ing beliefs. 
P. F. LIPSCOMB 
Khandwa, Kingston Rd., 


Ashford Common, Middlesex. 


As that pillar of societies, Conatant Reader, 
and PPU member for many years, I do find 
the attitude of Peace News to Russia an in- 
creasing strain on my fidelity. No isaue of 
the paper now appears without some overt 
or covert dig at the USSR. In the June 12 
number, you repeat the assertion that there is 
little or nothing to distinguish her methods 
from those of Germany. 

Yet Germany persecutes Jewa and subject 
races, burns books, outlaws musicians and 


York. 


selentists, banishes women members of the 


Reichstag, and shuts to women al) roads but 
the domestic: Germany turns her face back 
to the Middle Ages. Russia has-no race dis- 
tinctions, encourages the particular culture 
of her smaller States, turns an 80% illiteracy 
into an almost equal percentage of literacy, 
opens every path to women while at the same 
time caring for child-bearing and childhood 
as no nation has yet done: Russia has her 
face definitely towards the future. 

Is this wishful thinking, or are these facts? 
Do remember—and I wish I could gain the 
distinguished ear of Miss Rose Macaulay— 
that Soviet denigration can be as “uncritical 
and pathological” as Soviet worship. One 
would like one’s Peace News to strike a more 
statesmanlike balance. 

DOROTHY HAWKINS 

Rougemont Cotfage, Exeter. 

We do no more than attempt to withstand 
the flood of uncritical Soviet worship. In the 
matter which is of deepest concern ta paci- 
fists there is little or nothing to choose he- 
tween the regimes—both are based on in- 
ternal terrorism, and both deny to the in- 
dividual person any rights whatever against 
the State. From the pacifist point of view 
they are both retrogressive. Rhetorical 
phrases Jike “having one’s face definitely 
set towards the future” are not helpful. 
What kind of fufure?—Ed. PN. 


The Labour Party 


In your issue of June 6 you report the voting 
at the Labour Party Conference for the party 
truce and removal] of the ban on the Daily 
Worker. You deduce from the figures that 
the Labour Party is almost equally divided 
in soul for and against support of the Govern- 
ment. 

I think you are very wide of the mark in 
taking these figures as representing the feel- 
ing of the party—I am certain that the Ex- 
ecutive daes not—because the constituency 
fharties, surely the soul of the party, were 
solidly against the truce and yet they could 
have been overwhelmingly defeated but for 
the assistance of the miners’) and railway- 
men’s trade unions. 

I do not know if you were present at the 
conference, but I waa fortunate enough to 
hear the debate on the truce. Every speaker 
from the floor, with one exception, and even 
he #vas critical, opposed the Executive. There 
were rousing socialist speeches, of which Mrs. 
Braddock’a was outstanding, and the plat- 
form were warned that the lecal parties 
would not stand for collaboration with the 
Tories. The fight, they said, was still a fight 
between Capital and Labour. 

I was very encouraged by these speeches, 
but I was even more enthusiastic when I re- 
alized that the trade unions were waking up, 
as instanced by their aupport of family allow- 
ances; because the great task is to make the 
trade unions socialist. Keir Hardie founded 
the ILP for this purpose and I believe would 
have regretted that this party had left _the 
DUsbour Party. Action by the_ organized 
workers is the only hope of obtaining Social- 
ism, and we are greatly in need of the mission- 
aty work that used to be undertaken by the 
ILP inside the Labour Party. 

ERIC MESSER 
Agricultural Hostel, Ivy Mill Lane, 
Godstone, Surrey. 


Aims of Community 


There seems to be so little in common be- 
tween the agricultural community and the 
village community, whether one thinks of them 


- least, homes for the families. 


Letters to the Editor 


operating here or in India, that to have a 
concealed or even open contempt for the ene 
and an admiration for the other at the same 
time is not an impossibility. 

One may pass over the matter of discipline, 
to ask the question, ‘‘To ‘what end are com- 
munities moving?” As I see it, a community 
should be moving towards being self support- 
ing, first in food, then clothing,’ footwear, 
furniture, pottery, and last, but by no meana 
I believe this 
could be done in the present, but what agri- 
cultural communities have such a goal in 
view, or are willing to be subject to the dis- 
cipline necessary to attain it? 

I kmow from first hand some of the diffi- 
culties of community, and I have an admira- 
tion for those who are werking out their paci- 
fism in this direction, but their final goal is, 
or should be, something more than to become 
either successful farmers or market gardenera 
or even to make “hand-made” gocda to seli 
at prices outside the range of any but the 
privileged of a capitalist society. Are com- 
munities working toward the end of cutting 
out commercialism? If not, they will soon 
learn that the ‘dealer’ of the country has 
nothing to learn from the “dealer” in the 
city. Finally, one might ask of those in com. 
munity: “What do you know of village com- 
munities as visualized by Gandhi, Erie Gill, 


and Max Plowman?” 
HENRY BHILDITCA 
The Grange, Wythall, Birmingham. 


Production of Sera 


I think that the Secretary of the Friends’ 
Anti-Vivisection Association has read my 
article “(Can we Conquer War?” rather too 
imaginatively. The attempt was to show how 
the tnansition from war to peace could ba 
helped by building supra-national organiza- 
tions now on the basis of common interesta. 
“The exchange of information. and serums 
for combating diseases” was mentioned in 
this context and without reference to the 
rights or wrongs of vivisection. 

As that issue has been raised however, it 
seems right to point out that as long as 
nations are using serums for the treatment 
and/or prevention of disease, it would be sheer 
humbug to resist their exchange on the 
ground that their production involves cruelty 


to animals. 
H. P. FOWLER 
Westfield Farm, Coaley, Cam. Glos. 


We have received a number of letters support- 
ing a recent cerrespondent’s objection to 
the approval of the use of sera by pacifists, 
on the ground that the production of sera 
involves vivisection, or cruelty to animals. 
On the other side, we have received an 
approximately equal number of letters pro- 
testing that anti-vivisection and vegetarian- 
ism are not part of the pacifist faith. Since 
we regard discussion of this kind as Hable 
to divide rather than unite pacifists, and 
therefore worse than a waste of our limited 
space, we give notice that no further com- 
munication on either side of the argument 
will be published.—EKd. P.N. 


John Middleton Murry’s new book, “Christ- 
oecracy,” will be published by Andrew Dakers, 
Ltd. on June 24 at 5s. The delay in publica- 
tion has been due to the difficulty in supply- 
ing the advance orders, which considerably 
exceed those for “The Betrayal of Christ by 
the Churches.” It is advisable to order your 
eopy of “Christocracy” immediately. 


4 


PEACE NEWS 


June i9, 1942 


C.0.s IN CIVIL 


DEFENCE 
Legal Obligations 


PJNDER a recent Defence Regula- 

tion men and women in Civil 
Defence may be employed in work 
usually performed by other branches 
of the Civil Defence Services, in con- 
structing and improving Civil De- 
fence buildings, forestalling or miti- 
gating the effects of enemy action, 
and a very wide range of other duties. 
Persons who disobey a lawful order 
without reasonable excuse are guilty 


of an offence. 

The Central Board for Conscientious Ob- 
jectora has now taken the opinion of a well- 
known counsel aa to whether orders given to 
COs in Civi] Defence in connection with 
Warship Weeka or in co-operation with the 
Home Guard are lawful orders. In counsel’s 
opinion auch orders are lawful ordera and COs 
have no justification in law for refusing to 
comply. Thia opinion will be discussed in the 
July issue of the CBCO Bulletin. 


£650 FINES 


Four more fines of £50 for failure to reg- 
{ster for fire-watching were reported in the E. 
Standard, June 12, when A. J. Arnold, of 
Winchmore Hill, and E. Little, J. G. M. Holst, 
and G. J. Clark, all of Edmonton, were sum- 
moned at Tottenham. 


* * a 


Frank Dawtry, PPU National Council] mem- 
ber, appeared before Judge Stewart at the 
Leeds Tribunal, May 18, and was registered 
as a CO on condition he stays in his present 
work as a full-time official of the Discharged 
Prisoners’ Aid Society attached to Wakefield 
Prison. 

Father T. P. Hamerton, of Southborne, an 
active member of the Anglican Pacifist Fellow- 
ship who was—to quote the words of Ida Hill- 
men, of Bournemouth PPU—“always willing 
to speak for us, and has done specially good 
work for young COs: a very real friend,” has 
taken up the work of priest-in-charge of a 
criminal tribe settlement at Hubli, Bombay 
Presidency, India. 

Miss Maedwen Davies, of Godrergraig, 
Glamorgan, “described as a well-known con- 
tralto” told the South Wales Tribunal at 
Swansea, June 8, that because she considered 
it war work, to which she objected, she re- 
fused an offer to join ENSA at £7 a week 
(reports the Daily Herald, June 9). She waa 
ordered to do full-time social work. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Gainsborough.—Miss B. Dickinson, 118 
Sandsfield Lane, Gainsborough. 

Southport.—R. H. Hawthornthwaite, 20 Arn- 
side Rd., Southport. 


“COMMANDOS” 


At a meeting in Kingsway Hall, London on, 
June 12 Vera Brittain, Prof. G. H. C. Mac- 
gregor, Edith Ellis, the Rev. T. B. Scrutton, 
and othera expressed their gratitude for the 
witness of COs in prison. Prof, Macgregor, 
referring to the COs in prison as “the Com- 
mandos of the peace army,” said that in ten 
years time public opinion would look back 
upon their witness as the only resistance in 
a to the development of the totalitarian 

Though the strong pacifist and religious 
tone of the meeting, which was arranged by 
the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, meant that 
not all COs felt equally at home, sympathy 
Was expressed with “the sad scandal’? of the 
persecution of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who 
in this country alone have 182 men and 12 
women in prison for their beliefa. 


When Douglas G. Maitland of Longbenton 
was leaving the dock at Newcastle Police 
Court after being sentenced to twelve months 
imprisonment for refusing medical examin- 
ation, he called out “‘Cheerio” to a number of 
sympathizers at the back of the court. ‘As 
a result of an expression of fellow-feeling,” 
reporta the CBCO, Bob Morley, who had him- 
self been prosecuted in the same court some 
months before, was arreated for contempt of 
eourt, taken to the dock and charged. After 
a warning from the Bench, however, he was 
released. 


OVEZ! OYEZ! 


Let the C.B.C.0. BULLETIN 
bring you all the news of the 
C.O, movement! 


The June issue includes the sen- 
sational article: “I was in Deten- 
tion Barracks,” ete. April and 
May issues still available. 


Send $/- for a year’s subscription 
oar 4d, post free for an individual 
copy. 

Women C.0.8?7 Home Guard? Prosecution? 


You need THE C.O. AND THE NATIONAL 
SERVICE ACTS. (6d., postage id.) 


Central Board for C.0.s 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1-. 


Regular Food 
Held Up 


LTHOUGH public concern was 
allayed by the announcement 
of regular monthly shipments 

of 15,000 tons of wheat to Greece, it 
needs to be remembered that none of 
these relief shipments has yet sailed. 

Greek circles in London explained early this 
week that the position had not changed since 
the statement to the Commons of Mr. Dingle 
Foot on June 9 that pending the settlement 
of the hitch about shipments to the Aegean 
Islands none of the promised relief would be 
sent, 


The Axis Powers appear to have accepted 
what are called “the Swedish relief plan" in 
full, except for granting facilities for the 
dispatch of food to the islands, where, ac- 
cording to Mr. Foot, starvation is worst. 
This may be a matter of Italo-German sus- 
picion as to what is sent in small shipments 
which they may be unable to supervise closely, 
or may be due to their fear of outsidera view- 
ing the military dispositions and fortifications 
on these strategic points; but the hard fact ia 
that until there is agreement about the send- 
ing of food to the islands the whole scheme, 
which is mainly, of course, of benefit to the 
mainland, hangs fire. 


It needs to be emphasized that, with the 
auspension of the substanial shipments of 
Canadian grain to Greece, the only relief to 
enter the country in the past three months, 
in addition to the fortnightly cargoes of about 
2,000 tons of Turkish relief, have been the 
iscated shipments of the MHallaren, the 
Sicilia, and the Stureborg, which constitute 
a trivial proportion of the need of the country. 


When allowance is made for the shortage 
of seed-grain, fertilizers, and farm-animals 
(largely destroyed by the war and the sub- 
sequent famine), together with the dearth of 
skilled labour, it will be seen how desperate 
is the need of Greece, which even in normal 
times imported upward of 400,000 tons of 
bread grains each year. 


PLIGHT OF BELGIUM 


The necessity for making known the 
full facts and causes of famine is un- 
derlined by the publication of the pam- 


Shipments Still 


Territories’ by the Stationery 
Office (2d.) In the section devoted to 
Belgium, the authentic facts of the 

In the report of Dr, Bigwood, of the 
Belgian Red Cross London Commit- 
tee, however, on which it is believed 
the Belgian section of the document 
extent and severity of food shortage 
are reported as “simply terrifying,” 
but no attempt is made seriously te 
examine the causes of the famine. | 
is based, it is made clear that it ts 
not merely a matter of German depre- 
dations. 

The cause of such a state of affaira is 
chiefly to be found in the following consid- 
erationa: Belgium is mainly an industrial 
country; more than 50% of the energy value 
of food consumed by human beings in Bel- 
gium was provided, in normal timea, by jm- 
ported food; this figure reaches nearly 70% 
if one takes into account the imported fodder 
necessary for home-produced animal food- 
stuffe. 

The Bigwood report estimates the 
imports of which “the country was 
suddenly and completely deprived” as 
4,000,000 tons a — 


The following resolution was passed 
by the Parochial Church Council of 
St. Martin’s Church, Wolverhampton, 
on May 19: 


We are convinced by the atrong evidence 
available (1) that famine conditions prevail 
in the Channel Islands, Belgium, Poland, 
and France, as well as in Greece; and (2) 


that controlled food relief has been, and is 


being, applied in certain areas without sub- 
stantial military advamtage to the enemy. 
Moreover, without doubt, the starvation of 
friendly nations (1) is contrary to the 
spirit and teaching of Christ; (2) is con- 
trary even to humanitarian principles; (3) 
is calculated to impair our future co-opera- 
tion with these friendly nations for the 
well-being of mankind and the establish- 
ment of a just and lasting peace; and (4) 
promotes, in those who use it, a hardening 
of heart which is destructive of Christian 
morality. Therefore we urge -those in au- 
thority in Church and State to take im- 
mediate steps to alleviate the famine con- 
ditions at least as far as to prevent star- 


CHILDREN ON 
THE LAND 


Union President’s 


Protest 


ALDERMAN GOOCH, president of 

the National Union ef Agricul- 
tural Workers, speaking in Newark 
on June 7, vigorously condemned the 
proposal to use children of twelve for 
land work. _A correspondent present 
at the meeting vouches for the fact 
that the feeling of the great majority 
of his hearers—agricultural workers 
was strongly with him on this point, 

Alderman Gooch said: 

I have taken a very determined stand on 
the question of employment of young child- 
ren in agriculture. I hold that a child of 
twelve, when it is not at school, should be 
enjoying itself at games. After all, a child 
of twelve did not have anything to do with 
the making of this war, and why shonld 
they be dragged in and made to suffer at a 
time when they should be enjoying the best 
period of their lives? 

Today a war agricultural committee can 
decide that it is necessary for the success 
of the agricultural campaign of the county 
that children of twelve shall not merely be 
made to go to work in the holidays, but 
—if application is made to the education 
committee—they can allow these children 
to go to work twenty times in the year, 
when they should be at their lessons. 


Alderman Gooch appealed to par- 
ents not to give the written consent 
necessary. for this. There had been 
a big temptation in the past to take 
every advantage of the earning 
capacity of every member of the 
family, but those conditions did not 
exist today. They should remember 
that a child was only young once and 
when it grew up would have to meet 


the stern necessities of life. 

“The success of the food production cam- 
paign is not dependent on the labour of child- 
ren of twelve on the fields of Britain,” said 


phlet “Rationing in Axis-Occupied vation in the occupied countries. Alderman Gooch 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
ACCOMMODATION 24. per word minimium 2s, 6d. SITUATIONS VACANT (Cont.) 


BOARD RESIDENCE wanted by C.O. and 
wife, Aug. 8-16 in Cornwall, Devon, or Lakes. 
Box 323 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.O., student, 19, who ewaits prosecution, 
grateful for . accommodation; board not 
necessary; preferably with job. Box 319 PN, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FOR ALL -properties to he let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks. Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwel] 9888, 8 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements qf pacifista. 

FREEHOLD. For Sale, detached well-built 
house at Waddon, Surrey; 2 reception, 4 bed, 
boudoir, bath, h and c, every modern conveni- 
ence, large kitchen, acullery, larder, good cup- 
boards, outside lavatory, electricity, gas, main 
drainage, cellar for 5 tons, room for garage. 
Write for key and particulars to Lloyd, Red 
Lodge, Miswell Lane, Tring. 

GATLEY, Cheshire; lady boarder required; 
bedroom, share sitting room. Particulars from 
Rover, PPU, 41 John Dalton St., Manchester. 

Ou0 AGE pensioner, iady, slightly crippled, 
wants unfurnished downstairs )bed-sitting 
room, can manage for herself with invalid 
chair. Orpington or Bromley preferred. 124 
Southborough Rd., Bickley, Kent. 

WANTED. Accommodation with board for- 
4-5 persons, July 9-18, preferably farm near 
river or sea. Not too far. Eden-Green, 2 
Talbot Place, S.E.3. 


EDUCATIONAL 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artiatic, 
imaginative, intuitive and intellectual gifts. 
Correspondence lessons fa. each. (Also visit 
lessons 6s. and small elasses, 1s. 6d. each.) 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
OLD ESTABLISHED Window Cleaning 
Round for sale; work for 2 men. Or will sell 
half round. Any trial. Near Rochdale. Box 
278 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4 . 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


LOANS (and Mortgage of £2,000) invited 
—preferably free of interest or low rate—to 
finance Christian pacifist community. Con- 
sider employment and/or home in exchange. 
Details to Box 312 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

THE INTERNATIONAL VOLUNT 


for the new Carton Farm Agricultural Scheme 
in Worcestershire. An 800 acre farm is being 
cultivated under the skilled supervision of 
the Worcestershire War Agricultural 
mittee. Experience in tractor driving and 
Hve-stock an advantage. For further details 
write to Secretary, 1.V.S.P., 1 Lyddon Terrace, 
Letds 2. 


Com- 


WHY 


ARY 
SERVICE FOR PEACE requires a 
| 


HITLER? 


By H. RUNHAM BROWN 
War Resisters’ International, 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


Price 4d. post free, 


You will want to read it. 


(4 copies for I/-) 


This new pamphlet endeavours’ in simple language to answer 
the question of ‘Why Hitler? 


Order your copy now. 


: money. 


Box Number 6d. extra. 
Cash MUST accompany copy. 


Latest time for copy: 


Classified advertisements: MONDAY 
Displayed advertisements: Firat post FRIDAY 


LITERATURE, &e. 


QUAKERISM. _ Information and Ifterature 
respecting the Faith and Fractice of the 
Religioua Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 

‘REAL BEAUTY’ saya Vera Britkains 
“The Edge of the World” and other stories 
by Howard Kent (Geoffrey Pittock-Buss). 
Stories by pacifist author 1s. 9d. post free 
fom New Vision Publications, 47 Argyle Sqa., 
W.C.1. 


MEETINGS &c. 
HOLY CROSS, Cromer St., St. 
Sun., June 21. 11 Rev. R. 
6.80 Rev. B. M. Nash. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


BACHELOR offers home in Elizabethan 
house (Bedfordshire) with acre ground; and 
pocket money, in exchange light duties. 
Fullest details in confidence to Box 315 PN, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


BAKER-CONFECTIONER and wife wanted 
take charge of village bakehouse and post office, 
house attached. Good Wages to reliable 
couple. Box 314 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.O. wanted for clerical work, food distri- 
bution, Bristol district. Box 320 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.A4. 

DOMESTIC WORKER; Cook: kitchen 
gardener; handyman, required for progressive 
community. Board, lodgings, and pocket 
Preference given to Friends and those 
able to invest. Full particulars to Box 277 
PN, 8 Biackstock Rd., N.4. 


EXPERIENCED bock-keeper required for 
office in country town in Home Counties. Box 
822 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

EXPERIENCED Market-Gardener required, 
pacifist, keen to work with and train changing 
personnel, as well as making garden useful 
source of revenue; agricultural knowledge an 
advantage. Maintenance and small cash al- 
slowance. Write: Warden, Spiceland Train- 
ing Centre, Blackborough, Cullompton, Devon. 

FULLY EXPERIENCED motor mechanic 
wanted, commercial fleet, Somerset, give full 
particulars. Box 205 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4 


Pancras, 
BH. Le Messurier; 


KIND capable person as working house- 
keeper to bed-ridden lady. Willing give slight 
nursing attention; nurse visits daily; cam- 
fortable home, Watford. State salary. Might 
consider two, if one at business. Box 318 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

MEN FOR WORK with mechanical potato 
harvester July-Nov. Experience immaterial 
Wages six pounds weekly. Box 297 PN, 8 
Blackstack Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST LAND community Essex offers 
vacancy for single woman Mainly 
domestic, some opportunity farm work. Box 
286 PN. 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED. Caretakers for Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Great Wilson St., Leeds. Apply 
for particulars to Beatrice Binns, 21 Oakley 
Terrace, Leeds 11. 


WANTED. To assist Matron in hostel foz 
young evacuated secondary school children, 
two helpers, one to do plain cooking, the 
other to help in house. Work of national ser- 
vice if interested in children. Apply to Head- 
mistress, Grey Coat Hospital, Farnham, Sur- 
rey. - 


3 C.0.8 required for pacifist “hospital or- 
derly” team. Domestic and nursing duties; 


full board and pocket money. Box 317 PN. 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


CAPABLE GARDENER, Austrian, 
post; long experience, good references. Re 
commended by War Resistera’ International, to 
whom write 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middix. 


C.O. seeks position on smallholding, market 
garden, or farm; Surrey, Kent, Sussex pre- 
ferred; some experience: capable driver; 
keen and energetic. Box 321 PN, 3 Blackstock 


C.0., 21, qualified solicitor, seeka full-time 
social service work; or food distribution con- 
sidered; driver. Wood, “Dorma,” Catshill, 
Worcs. 

FIRST CLASS Typewriting and Duplicating, 
etc. Mabel Eyles, 84 The Vale, Southgate. 
N.14. Tel: Pal. 7386. 

; HAS progressive school situation for Christ- 
jan Socialist Pacifist as instructor-gardener? 
Wife shorthand typing, music; Surrey pre 
ferred; experience of stock, poultry; free 
ae Box 3816 PN, & Blackstock Rd., 


WOMAN (49, educated) wants post, house- 
keeper, where can have full control and help 
with rough work or clerical work. Has farm 
office experience and poultry farming. Box 
818 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


A CONFERENCE CENTRE and Guest House 
in Black Mountains; vegetarians welcome. 
Modern conveniences. Williame, Capel-y-Ffin. 
Llanthony, Abergavenny, Mon. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy heliday oy 
restful recuperation; all modern comfortsa,— 
A. and K. §. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
ri (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ANY North London young pacifists willing 
form Youth Peace Group write Box 311 PN, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

ONE OF THE Members of the York Group 
comes up for trial by indictment this month 
and we are providing legal aid. Anyone of 
our friends who would care to assist please 
send contributions to Percy Rosewarne, 11 
Kingsland Terrace, Leeman Rd., York. 

THE WEST HAM DEMOLITION SCHEME 
requires volunteers for demolition work ard 
voluntary rescue work. Training for post-war 
Feconstruction work abroad, practical and 
theoretical, is being undertaken. C.O.s with 
Civi] Defence decisions accepted Write for 
further details to Secretary, I.V.S.P., 1 Lyddon 
Terrace, Leeda 2. 
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Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.4. 


by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed br Oliffare 
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